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Stephanie Clark 
CMAT 447 
Dr. Agarwal 
INGO Final Report 
 

Child Labor in India 
 

It’s an issue that is self explanatory in the name. Everyone knows what it means, and 

everyone knows that it’s wrong. What everyone doesn’t know is that it’s still affecting 

millions around the world – “Child Labor.” We as a globe are progressing each and every 

decade in several factors such as economics, technology, and politics. As time progresses, 

the world is changing for the better (for the most part). But as this occurs, we use our 

modernity as a cover up to hide problems that are still prevailing in the world. There are 

still several developing countries in the world, and what those in developed countries fail 

to see is that the problems are third world and second world countries are causing 

millions to suffer. India is a third world country, meaning it is a newly industrialized 

country. Their economy has become more stable within recent years, but due to the vast 

size of the country and the recent past nature of their economy, millions are still facing 

poverty and difficult living situations. Struggling families are forced to send their child 

into the labor work force at too early of an age, risking their lives and stripping them of 

their childhood. While the child labor rate in India has decreased over recent years, it’s 

still too common. And when something as unethical and child labor is too common, 

something has to be done and changes have to be made. 

 

INDIA’S POPULATION BY THE NUMBERS 

Today, India is home to 1/6 of the world’s population with 1.2 billion people (2015). 

India is a young country – 50% of its population is below the age of 25, and by 2020 the 
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average age will by just 29 years. A population as young as that would contain a large 

amount of children. However, each country defines who is considered a child on their 

own terms. India’s Majority Act of 1875 states that every person shall remain a minor 

until the age of 18. However, the census of India considers minors to be anyone below 

the age of 14. Of the 1.2 billion people of India, 39% are children. That means there are 

nearly five hundred million children in India, and with that many children there is bound 

to be child laborers. 29% of India’s child population are ages 0-5, 28% are aged 6-10, 

27% 11-15, and 16% 16-18. The current population of child laborers in India is 4 million, 

and although that seems alarming, it’s an improvement from the 12 million child laborers 

recorded in 1998. 

 

GEOGRPAHY  

India lies south of Asia, bordering Pakistan, China, Nepal, Bangladesh, Burma, and 

Bhutan. It is considered a subcontinent situated on the Indian plate, consisting of India 

and its neighboring countries. Technically part of the Asian continent, India and its 

neighbors have popularly, in recent years, considered themselves South Asia, as does the 

rest of the world refer to them as. The peninsula borders the Bay of Bengal to the east, the 

Arabian Sea to the west, and the Laccadive Sea to south, making up the India Ocean.  

 India is rich in its geographic features and home to several of the world’s most 

immense mountain ranges, plateaus, forests, deserts, beaches, and islands. The Himalayas 

in the northern part of the country contain the world’s highest mountain peaks, including 

Mount Everest. Since the beginning of time, the Himalayas have played a huge role in 

shaping the life and culture of India and all of South Asia. The mountains have served as 

a wall barrier protecting India from outside invaders. It plays a huge religious role, 



	   5	  

serving as the home to their Gods and as sanctified shrines that the South Asian people 

take pride in. Every year, they trek through the difficult terrain of the Himalayas to pay 

worship and pay reverence to the sacred shrines. Amarnath, Badrinath, Kedarnath, and 

Tungnath are some important places of worship in the Himalayas. Some of the world’s 

historic and major rivers - Indus, Ganges, and Brahmaputra - flow through India and have 

been a lifeline for the northern states.  

 

A HISTOY RICH IN CULTURE 

India’s culture is among the world’s oldest. Civilization began around 4,500 years ago 

with the Bronze Age civilization Indus Valley. It originated around 3300 BCE with a 

mature period around 2600 BCE. At its peak, Indus had a population of over 5 million 

people. They were the first developed some of the greatest techniques that molded the 

present day world, including developments in handicraft, metallurgy, water supply 

systems and drainage systems, baked brick houses and clusters of large non-residential 

buildings. Indians have made major advances in architecture (Taj Mahal), math (the 

invention of zero), and medicine. Although they are still a developing country, they 

developed some of the greatest advances in modern world. 

 India’s rich cultural history has played an immensely shaped India and influenced 

their modern day culture. India is identified as the birthplace of Hinduism and Buddhism, 

the third an fourth largest religions. According to Texas A&M University, the Moghual 

Empire invasion in the 16th century left a mark on traditional Indian cuisine. Although 

cooking styles vary from region to region, the country is mainly known for its wide use 

of herbs and spices. Many Hindus are vegetarians. The Guardian reports that 20 percent 

to 40 percent of the Indian population is vegetarian.  
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 Indian art traditions, including dance, music, and theater, span back more than 

2,000 years. Major dance traditions BharaNatyam, Kathak, Odissi, Manipuri draw from 

themes of ancient mythology and literature. India is also known for its booming film 

industry, popularly known as Bollywood. These films are recognized around the world 

for their decorated singing and dancing.  

 

CULTURAL NORMS AND RULES 

India isn’t as “foreign” as we make it out to be. Although they have several cultural 

norms that are of great importance, they understand that visitors from Western cultures 

have different customs and rules. The country has 770 confirmed languages, but the 

majority of educated Indians speak English fluently. Some of their cultural norms 

include:  

• Feet and footwear – It is common in the Indian culture to remove shoes often. 

They remove shoes anytime entering a house, in places of worship, and 

sometimes even in shops. Men and women keep their feet clean and presentable 

because of this. It is also custom to be mindful of the position of their feet. Feet 

shouldn’t be pointing at another person an alter, or any religious images. 

• The Swastika – Most of the world associates the swastika with Nazi Germany, but 

to Hindus, Buddhists, and Jains, it is an ancient symbol that brings blessings and 

affirmation of life. Buddhists call is “the seal on Buddha’s heart,” and is used 

throughout India. However, because many visitors associate it with the Nazis, 

many religious artists are beginning to give up on the symbol. 

• Left hand – a traditional Indian norm was using their left hand to clean themselves 

after using the restroom. They also use their left hand to blow the nose and scrape 
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wax out of ears, which is why is considered inappropriate to handle food with the 

left hand 

•  Namaste – a common form of greeting used throughout India by placing hands 

together in a prayer like position and nodding your head as you say the greeting 

 

A LOOK FROM THE OTHER SIDE: IGOs AND CHILD LABOR 

The International Labor Organization (ILO) suggests that the term “child labor” is best 

defined as work that deprives children of their childhood, their potential, their dignity, 

that it is harmful to children, interferes with the chance to attend school regularly, and 

affects the chance to experience a healthy childhood. However, the United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) defines child labor differently. They suggest that a child is 

involved in labor work if they are between the ages of 5 to 11 and working at least one 

hour of economic activity per day or more than 28 hours per week. For children age 12 to 

14, work is seen as labor if they did at least 14 hours of work per day or more than 42 

hours of activity per week. This shows that there are internationally different standards 

and definitions of what is considered child labor.  

 UNICEF suggests that child labor is due to poverty and economic struggles. In 

many rural and impoverished parts of developing countries, there is no other alternative 

to working. There aren’t good schools or teachers available, so the only other option is to 

work and help out their poverty stricken families. In some cases, income from a child’s 

work is crucial to the survival of a family.  
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BIGGERI AND MEHROTRA STUDY AND RESEARCH 

Mario Biggeri is a professor at the University of Florence whose research includes child 

labor and the development of South Asia. Santosh Mehrotra is a human development 

economist whose research and writings have influence in labor, employment, child 

poverty, and the economics of education. Together they have studied the 

macroeconomics of child labor in a case study, “The Subterranean Child Labor Force: 

Subcontracted Home Based Manufacturing in Asia.” They focused on five Asian 

countries, including India. They suggest that child labor is a serious problem, but not a 

new one. The study introduces the idea that the causes of child labor include a demand 

side and a supply side. Poverty and lack of an education system explains the supply side 

of child labor, and the growth of a low-paying informal economy instead of a high-

paying formal economy is among the causes of the demand side. They also refer to the 

fact that of the 487 million workers in India, 94 percent work in unincorporated, 

unorganized enterprises, such as street vendors and home-based businesses. In 

unorganized businesses, it’s hard to monitor daily work practices and hard to protect 

workers, and pay is meager. The government has passed several labor laws that make the 

growth of an organized economy difficult. Rules and regulations are forcing Indians to 

lean toward the unorganized sector of the economy, and for that reason, it’s easier to 

employ children without facing government punishment.    
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THERE ARE LAWS 

Although child labor is widely common, the Indian government has passed several laws 

throughout the 20th century and to this day protecting child laborers. According to the 

ILO, “child labor is a matter on which both the Union Government and state governments 

can legislate.” The Constitution of India states that: 

• No child below the age of 14 years is to be employed to work in any factory or 

mine and shall not take part in other hazardous employment (The Factories Act, 

1948; The Mines Act, 1952) 

• The State shall provide free and compulsory education to all children of the age of 

six to 14 years (The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 

2009) 

• The State shall direct its policy towards securing that the health and strength of all 

workers – men, women, and the tender age of children are not abused and that 

they are not forced to enter vocations unsuited to their age and strength 

• Children shall be given opportunities and facilities to develop in a healthy manner 

and in conditions of freedom and dignity and that childhood and youth shall be 

protected against moral and material abandonment 

The Indian Constitution and government make it clear that it is mandatory to protect 

against child labor, but sometimes the economic factors prevail and people go against the 

law, especially when money is at stake. 
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NGOs WORKING FOR THE CAUSE 

There are several NGOs that strive to eliminate child labor, support deprived children and 

help them live the best possible lives they can. Bachpan Bachao Andolan is based in 

India and campaigns for the rights of children in India as well as across South Asia. It 

was founded in 1980 and centers on eradicating bonded labor, child labor and human 

trafficking, and demanding the right to educate all children. BBA were the ones that led 

the Child Labor Free India Campaign that resulted in the Child Labor Act of 1986. So far 

they have freed over 80,000 children and assisted in their successful rehabilitation, re-

integration, and education. 

 Child Rights and You (CRY) is also based in India and aims to restore children’s 

rights. They focus on the four basic rights of survival, development, protection, and 

participation as defined by the United Nation’s Convention of the Rights of the Child 

(CRC). The CRC is a treaty that establishes the rights of children worldwide. The treaty 

is ratified by all United Nations member states except the United States, and it lays out 

the civil, political, economic, social, health, and cultural rights of children worldwide.  

 Pratham is an NGO headquartered in Morgantown, West Virginia. It is one of the 

largest NGO’s in America, working on providing quality education to underprivileged 

children in India. Their mission is, “Every Child in School and Learning Well.” Pratham 

aims to increase literacy levels of India’s poor youth, ultimately resulting in the 

improvement of India’s economy and social equality.  
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FEEDBACK 

Upon speaking with a family from Kerala, a state in South India, I was able to receive 

feedback regarding the conditions concerning poverty and child labor. Where they’re 

from, poverty isn’t a huge issue and there isn’t any forced child labor occurring (that they 

know of). They are aware that the economy is “not the best,” and that child labor is 

common and normal to a lot of people in the country. They also agree that the rate of 4 

million child laborers is “awful” and “horrible” and are disappointed to have the world’s 

biggest child labor population.  

 Child labor has existed since the beginning of time, and unfortunately it is still 

existent. But the right measures have been implemented by the Indian government and 

they are steadily making their way to becoming a more developed, economically stable 

country. Several INGOs are taking initiative to improve the lives of deprived children. 

With enough support from the world, child labor can be tamed in India, as well as the rest 

of the world. 
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	  INGO IPR Campaign and Report 
Strategic Plan 

 
Goal: Spread awareness throughout the local community of the issue 
of child labor in India  
 
Objective: Inform the Salisbury area of Indian child labor through 
several visual artifacts  
 
Strategy: Producing an informative brochure, newsletter, fact sheet 
and backgrounder, PSA, and YouTube video. 
 
Tactics: 

• Brochure – The brochure will be basic facts and statistics of child labor in 
India. It will be all informative with the current state of child labor and explain 
how it is an issue. Pictures, numerical statistics will be included to give 
readers a clear image of the issue and why it is an issue that needs attention 

• Newsletter – The newsletter will focus on the INGO I selected (Child Labor 
Coalition) and the measures they are taking to help the issue specifically in 
India 

• Fact Sheet – Similar to the information that I will include in the brochure, but 
the fact sheet will be straight hard facts. With the brochure I will be more 
creative with the information presented. The fact sheet will be less casual 
and more direct and professional 

• Backgrounder – I will include the general history of child labor in India. It 
has been around for decades and even centuries, but I will focus on when it 
started become a legal issue and when it started becoming a concern for the 
rest of the world 

• PSA – The PSA will be for SU’s “The Flyer” and target students and faculty – 
basically anyone in the Salisbury/SU community  

• Video – The video will have clips and photos and child labor in India to 
appeal to viewers’ pathos and really bring out emotions. Using an emotional 
approach through the video will give everyone that watches it a clear image 
that this is an issue that we should all care about. 
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Bachpan Bachao Andolan 
L- 6, Kalkaji,  
New Delhi- 110019, India  
Phone: +91 11 49211111, 26224899 
Email: info@bba.org.in 
Website: www.bba.org.in 

 
 

Who Are We? 

Bachpan Bachao Andolan is a non-
government organization based in 
India. It is a  
 

movement, 
 
and we are campaigning for the 

rights of the children of India. We work 
under the vision of creating a child 
friendly society, where all children are 
free from exploitation and receive free 
and quality education.  

We aim to identify, liberate, 
rehabilitate, and educate children in 
servitude through direct intervention, 
child and community participation, 
coalition building, consumer action, 
promoting ethical trade practices and 
mass gaming. 

India Child Labor Facts 
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Bachpan Bachao Andolan 
L- 6, Kalkaji,  
New Delhi- 110019, India  
Phone: +91 11 49211111, 26224899 
Email: info@bba.org.in  
Website: www.bba.org.in 

SAVE THE CHILHOOD MOVEMENT 
BACKGROUNDER 

  
Many are aware that child labor has been a worldwide issue for centuries, but is 
it recognized as still being so prevalent today? Hundreds of millions of children 
under the age of 18 are forced into hard labor to this very day. With so many 

children involved in this tragedy, it is a problem that the world should heavily be 
concerned about. 

• India is home to the largest population 
of child laborers in the world 

• The 1998 census of India reported 12 
million child laborers 

• The number of child laborers has 
decreased in recent years, with 4 
million in 2011 

• Causes of child labor in India are high 
levels of poverty, lack of good 
schools, and an informal economy 

• There are several laws and acts that 
have been passed to protect child 
laborers 

• The Juvenile Justice of Children Act of 
2000 made child labor a crime, 
punishable by prison sentencing 

	  

# # # 
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 At Bachpan Bachao Andolan, we represent India’s largest grassroots 
movement for the protection of children, ensuring their quality education. As of 

October 2014, BBA has rescued more than 83,500 children from human 
trafficking, slavery, and child labor and have helped the re-establish their place 
in society as a child with a free and promising future. 
 BBA was founded in 1980 by Kailash Satyarthi, who has since become a 

worldwide acclaimed anti-child labor activist. He had a vision for BBA – “to bring 
a smile, the smile of freedom, love, and peace on the face of every child in this 
world.” 

 The heart of BBA’s work centers around the “raid and rescue operations 
to free child workers from unacceptable conditions.” In 1990,  

- more - 
BBA opened the Mukti Ashram, the first transit rehabilitation center for bonded 

child laborers. Situated in the outskirts of Delhi, the center provides rescued 
children with a safe place for them to heal from their suffrage and reconnect 
with their families. 

 BBA has led several marches against child labor. The most historic one 
was the Global March Against Child Labor in 1998. The 80,000 km march 
crossed 103 countries drew the much-needed attention of the masses. Since 
then, the continued efforts and success of BBA have positively made change in 

India.  
 
 

# # # 
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