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Chapter One: Introduction to the World Wildlife Fund 

The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) is the world’s leading nonprofit conservation organization that 

is dedicated to preserving the Earth’s most diverse and at-risk environments and ecosystems. The 

WWF specifically focuses on the protection and restoration of endangered species and combats 

the driving forces against those animals in many different ways. According to the WWF’s 

webpage, its aim is to “conserve nature and reduce the most pressing threats to the diversity of 

life on Earth” (“About Us,” 2015).  

The WWF not only protects endangered species and their habitats, but aids local communities in 

specific areas and provides them with the means to conserve their own natural resources that 

their everyday lives depend upon. It is important for the WWF to stress the importance of those 

resources to the individuals, communities, businesses, and governments affected, so that the 

value of them can be reflected in the behaviors of that community. (“About Us,” 2015). This is 

accomplished through the resources that are provided to them by the WWF in order to strengthen 

the morale of those affected areas. 

By setting both short-term and long-term goals that are to be achieved by a certain year, the 

WWF is able to maintain an outlook that includes visions for future accomplishments. In 

addition to conserving endangered species and their habitats, the WWF focuses on maintaining 

those habitats which are already healthy in order to ensure that they do not end up as 

malnourished environments one day. Prevention is just as important as conservation to the 

WWF. This fact, paired with the goal to reduce the human species’ “ecological footprint,” 

provides the WWF with practical ways to create and keep a healthy environment not only for 

animals, but for humans as well (“What Does WWF Do?,” 2015). 
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Chapter Two: The Tree Kangaroo and the WWF – An Overview of the Issue 

One of the World Wildlife Fund’s main focuses is the conservation of “the world’s most iconic 

species” and to ensure that they “are secured and recovering in the wild” (“Wildlife 

Conservation,” 2015). One animal in this array of endangered species that is currently receiving 

assistance from the WWF is the tree kangaroo, scientifically known as the Dendrolagus. They 

were adopted by the WWF as a priority species, which means that they are “one of the most 

ecologically, economically and/or culturally important species on [the] planet” (“Tree 

Kangaroo,” 2015).  

Tree Kangaroos are found in Australia, Indonesia, and Papua New Guinea; however, the WWF 

mainly tends to the tree kangaroos of Papua New Guinea due to the extreme amount of 

deforestation that takes place there. As previously mentioned, the WWF not only focuses on the 

conservation of endangered species, but also the conservation of their habitats. As seen in the 

tree kangaroo’s situation, this is often the case because the habitat and the species rely on one 

another to thrive, so if one is found to be declining in some way, it is likely that the other is also 

declining. The loss of habitat has caused the tree kangaroos of Papua New Guinea to severely 

decline in numbers. The deforestation has caused the species to lose their source of shelter and 

food, thus creating an insufficient habitat for the tree kangaroos to thrive in, so they are dying 

off. There is now a restricted area in which the marsupials are able to inhabit, again, leading to 

their declination.  

In addition to the massive amounts of deforestation taking place in Papua New Guinea, the tree 

kangaroo faces other threats. A main threat that many other species across the globe face, is the 

issue of pollution, which is pressing in Papua New Guinea due to the mass amounts of oil that 

are exported from the region. They are hunted by indigenous peoples for their fur, and are also 
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sometimes eaten. Wild dogs are a natural predator to tree kangaroos, so when the tree kangaroos 

are forced to dwell the ground due to the deforestation, they become vulnerable to the wild dogs 

in higher numbers than are naturally expected to occur (“Tree Kangaroo,” 2015). 

Chapter Three: About the Tree Kangaroo 

The tree kangaroo is a rare marsupial, most commonly characterized by the fact that they carry 

their newborns around in a pouch on their bellies, found in Australia and Papua New Guinea. 

There are 14 know different species found in Australia, Indonesia, and Papua New Guinea; 

however, they do not differ much genetically. They typically inhabit mountainous regions, 

lowlands, or tropical forests, where they spend the majority of their average 20-year lifespan up 

in the treetops because that is where they are the most agile. Tree kangaroos are actually very 

clumsy and awkward when on solid ground, hence why they are an easy predator for wild dogs. 

All tree kangaroos are herbivores and stick to a strict diet of leaves and tree fruits (“Tree 

Kangaroos, 2015). 

As for their physical appearance, they come in a variety of different colors, but they all have 

relatively short legs and strong upper limbs that aid them in climbing tree branches. They can 

weigh up to 32 pounds and measure a little over a foot long, not including their tails, which can 

be up to an additional 34 inches. Tree kangaroos are often described as a cross between a 

standard kangaroo and a lemur (“Tree Kangaroos,” 2015). 

The species of tree kangaroo that is most common to Papua New Guinea, the region most tended 

to by the WWF for this species, is called Matschie’s Tree Kangaroo. This breed is of special 

interest to the WWF, as well as other organizations like National Geographic, because very little 
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is known about them, especially in regards to their social behavior. So far, they have been 

deemed mostly independent and solitary creatures (“Matschie’s Tree Kangaroos,” 2015). 

Chapter Four: About Papua New Guinea  

Papua New Guinea is an island comparable to the size of California, located in a group of islands 

called Oceania. The country is home to a plethora of diverse tropical creatures, many of which 

are endangered, including the tree kangaroo, where they were most recently discovered in 2005, 

on the Indonesian side of the island. Included in this discovery, is the golden-mantled tree 

kangaroo, which it has been estimated, to have been extirpated from 99% of its original historical 

range (“Tree Kangaroos,” 2015).  

The island has a standard tropical climate, but suffers from monsoons, earthquakes, mudslides, 

tsunamis, and severe volcanic activity. There are three official languages, Tok Pisin, Hiri Motu, 

and English, plus an estimated 836 indigenous languages. Papua New Guinea is mostly known 

for its natural resources consisting of timber, gold, copper, and oil “East & Southeast Asia,” 

2015). 

Only about 13% of the total population of Papua New Guinea is considered to be urbanized. 

Most of the country’s population lives in underdeveloped areas with limited access to technology 

imported resources from other countries (“East & Southeast Asia,” 2015). This factor is 

especially important to take into account when considering the reasons behind the steep decline 

of the tree kangaroo. The limited access to technology, likely means that the indigenous peoples 

that are living in rural, underdeveloped areas are not receiving adequate information regarding 

the harmful effects of deforestation and hunting that are placed upon the tree kangaroo due to 

their actions. 
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Chapter Five: The Link between Papua New Guinea’s Peoples and the Tree Kangaroo 

 According to the Central Intelligence Agency’s World Fact Book, “the indigenous population of 

Papua New Guinea is one of the most heterogeneous in the world” (“East & Southeast Asia,” 

2015). This means that this group of people is highly divided into its own smaller communities. 

There are several thousand communities within the Papua New Guinean indigenous population, 

all with their own customs, values, traditions, and beliefs. This disconnect between the people 

has led to conflict between the communities for many years, and “the advent of modern weapons 

and modern migrants into urban areas has greatly magnified the impact of this lawlessness” 

(“East & Southeast Asia,” 2015). 

There are many sides to the role of the indigenous peoples in this issue. The first being that they 

are simply unaware of how their actions are affecting the tree kangaroo because of their limited 

access to technology. In urbanized areas, it is easy to used specific resources like the Internet or 

the television, to obtain information regarding things like deforestation laws and the 

environmental impact of illegal logging. In this case, the indigenous peoples cannot necessarily 

be blamed for not having the means to access this information, simply because of their 

geographical location and the lack of control that they have over the government’s interference 

with providing them this information. 

Second, the indigenous peoples contribute to the decline of the tree kangaroos, possibly 

unknowingly, because it is their way of surviving. They may contribute to the illegal logging 

because, again, they are not aware of the laws and policies put in place against those actions, and 

they need to participate in this illegal logging to simply provide for themselves. The timber 

collected from this logging could potentially be used as wood for shelter and fire – two very 

necessary things in order to survive in the underdeveloped parts of tropical Papua New Guinea. 
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This same ideal can also be applied to the reasons why the indigenous peoples might hunt the 

tree kangaroos. They may be a source of food for some communities, as well as a viable source 

for clothing and blankets, due to their thick fur.  

The final potential explanation as to why the indigenous peoples have such a large role in the 

decline of tree kangaroos is because of the incentives given to them by larger, corporate 

companies who are knowingly participating in the illegal logging in Papua New Guinea. Because 

of their limited resources, many indigenous communities would be more prone to accepting 

exchanges of money or other resources for logging. They may also sell the fur collected from 

hunting the tree kangaroos, too. 

Chapter Six: The Intercultural Elements of Papua New Guinea  

When explaining the cultural norms and practices of Papua New Guinea, there are several 

approaches to culture that could be applied, including Parson’s Pattern Variables. This construct 

of cultural variability was established in 1951, and includes six pattern variables that “describe 

ways people have learned to meaningfully organize their experiences and perceive phenomena 

around them in a coherent and orderly fashion” (Schmidt, 2007). These concepts can aid in the 

understanding of Papua New Guinean behaviors and how that may contribute to the issue 

regarding the decline of the tree kangaroo and heavy deforestation. 

The first concept is the self-collective orientation, which is whether the culture emphasizes either 

personal achievement or group achievement, which identical to the individualist versus 

collectivist ideal (Schmidt, 2007).  Papua New Guinea is mostly regarded as a collectivist 

society; however, because there are many, many separate indigenous communities, this really 

only applies to each society, because they do not typically associate or work together. In 
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addition, the country has more recently been adopting Western practices of individualism, so this 

viewpoint may shift in the near future (“Information Technology Education,” 2002). This ideal 

relates to the people of Papua New Guinea’s role in the decline of tree kangaroos because if the 

group, or indigenous community, needs a source of food, heat, or shelter, then that is going to be 

taken into account before the opinions of just one individual member who may not agree with 

that. 

The next concept is “affectivity-affective neutrality orientation,” which is how quickly people 

look for gratification through emotional responses (Schmidt, 2007). Papua New Guinea is 

considered to be more of a neutral culture, meaning that they do not openly express emotions, 

and even regard emotional expression as disrespectful or inconsiderate in some situations. Self-

control and rationality are highly values, but can sometimes be perceived as cold by other 

cultures. These peoples typically do not include their emotions when making decisions (“Getting 

Angry at Work,” 2010). This can explain how the indigenous people of Papua New Guinea may 

not sympathize with the tree kangaroo like other cultures due to the fact that they do not really 

respond to emotional motivators, such as the fact that the kangaroos could be seen as cute or 

incapable of fending for themselves. 

The “universalism-particularism” orientation focuses on the equal treatment of people versus 

treating people based on their status in society. Asian cultures, like Papua New Guinea, are 

considered to be particularistic societies, meaning that they focus more on “relationships and 

building informal networks with others and creating private understandings” (Schmidt, 2007). 

This particularism characterizes this society as a collectivist one and helps to explain their role in 

the tree kangaroo issue because it explains the relationship between the indigenous peoples and 

the private companies involved in the illegal logging taking place in Papua New Guinea. 
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Because those logging companies are of a higher status and offering the indigenous peoples 

incentives that they would not otherwise have access to, they are seen as a higher power, and are 

thus treated in a certain way. 

 The “diffuseness-specificity orientation” refers to the perceptions of private versus public 

spaces, and the way in which people respond to others (Schmidt, 2007). Southeastern Asian 

countries are most commonly regarded as diffuse cultures because of the lack of emotion shared 

with others. This principle can relate to deforestation because of Papua New Guinea’s reluctance 

to westernize. Although this connection might be a small one, it is still is relevant in the sense 

that the indigenous population of Papua New Guinea prides itself on its culture and wants to 

maintain that by keeping it private and protected from Western ideals.  

Next, the “ascription-achievement orientation,” is the concept that deals with a society’s 

ascription of status by either “age, class, gender, education, race, or ethnic group,” or by 

providing “recognition to people on the basis of what they have achieved through their own 

efforts or personal accomplishments” (Schmidt, 2007). This ideal is similar to that of power 

distance. Southeastern Asian cultures have an extremely high regard for those in power in large 

business or corporations, hence why the indigenous peoples may feel obligated to respond to the 

requests of those corporations performing the illegal logging. Although the actions may be 

illegal, those who are of a lower social status may feel obligated to comply (Schmidt, 2007). 

Lastly, the “instrumental-expressive orientation” is the principle that addresses whether 

“relational interactions with others are principally viewed as a means to other goals or are valued 

as an end in and of themselves.” Asian cultures, such as that of Papua New Guinea, are 

associated with the expressive orientation, which means that this culture tends to value 

relationships more for their own sake than those who have an instrumental orientation (Schmidt, 
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2007). Again, this goes back to the situation regarding the tree kangaroos because although the 

peoples may have this outlook toward each other, it does not necessarily apply to their outlook 

regarding their environment, and this may simply be because of the lack of education provided to 

them due to the lack of available resources.   

Chapter Seven: Sophie Krull, Prospective Papua New Guinea Study Abroad Student  

Sophie Krull, a current junior and biology major at Salisbury University, spoke to me in regards 

to her desire to study abroad in the Papua New Guinea region. After showing her the research I 

conducted about Papua New Guinea, the WWF, and the issues between deforestation and the tree 

kangaroos, I asked her if there was anything included in that research that affected her outlook 

on her potential future trip. In a short conversation, she expressed to me her concerns as a 

biology student about the decline in the tree kangaroo population and said, “I hope that the WWF 

can continue to enact more programs to help get the indigenous people involved in the 

conservation of the tree kangaroo, otherwise the ecosystem there could suffer detrimental effects 

in the near future, if it hasn’t already seen any” (S. Krull, personal communication, December 5, 

2015).  

It was interesting to see the concern of a student because this is not necessarily a pressing issue 

for young Americans today. After, expressing to me her concerns about the health of the animals 

and the environment, Krull continued by saying that she hoped she can get involved with her 

peers in a local way to help the tree kangaroos, or a similar effort, and their habitat. Small efforts 

like these have the potential to eventually make a big difference and demonstrate a call to action 

regarding this issue.  

Chapter Eight: The WWF’s Involvement with the Tree Kangaroos 
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The World Wildlife Fund has established several different efforts to help combat the decline in 

the number of tree kangaroos in Papua New Guinea. The main concern of the WWF is to work to 

prevent the continuation of illegal logging by promoting and managing protected areas for tree 

kangaroos in the affected areas. In collaboration with the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), the 

WWF has created a list of certifications that for wood and wood products in order for them to be 

sold to the public. The FSC is a nonprofit organization that was established to “promote 

environmentally sound, socially beneficial and economically prosperous management of the 

world’s forests.” The ten principles associated with this action are: the compliance with laws and 

FSC principles, tenure and use rights and responsibilities, indigenous peoples’ rights, community 

relations and workers’ rights, benefits from the forest, environmental impact, management plan, 

monitoring and assessment, maintenance of high conservation value forests, and plantations 

(“Tree Kangaroos,” 2015). 

The WWF has also recently been collaborating with other organizations, such as TRAFFIC, the 

wildlife trade monitoring network, in order to continue to reduce the amount of illegal hunting of 

endangered species in Papua New Guinea. This organization also aims to raise awareness about 

the effects of hunting tree kangaroos and other species. A main concern of the WWF is the 

importance of educating the surrounding communities on how they can help, too.   

Chapter Nine: The WWF and Other Advancements  

Matthew Akon, Senior Project Officer for the Tenkile Conservation Alliance (TCA), received 

the prestigious Whitley Award for his development of a GPS technology system used in the 

conservation efforts of tree kangaroos in the Tenkile region of New Guinea. His efforts involved 

over 10,000 volunteers and was awarded approximately $34,312 for all of his hard work. The 

GPS system he developed allowed him to train volunteers provided by the WWF, as well as 
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Tenkile village residents, to properly manage the conservation areas, so that they do not perform 

any illegal logging (Hulbert, 2010).  

In addition, Jim Thomas, founder of the Tenkile Conservation Alliance, wrote an article about 

his experiences with the aforementioned GPS technology and described how it positively 

impacted his organization. The TCA is a nonprofit, non-governmental organization NGO which 

“aims to protect the biodiversity of the Torricelli Mountain Range using tree kangaroos as 

flagship species for conservation.” In partnership with the WWF, the TCA was able to have the 

WWF staff members train TCA officers on how to correctly use the GPS system for the 

conservation area of the course of a two-week program that proved to be extremely effective 

(Thomas, 2014). 

Chapter 10: A Call to Action – How to Get Involved 

While getting the home community of an issue involved in the fight against it, it is also very 

important that we, as Americans, perform our civic duty and get involved as well. The more 

communities that are combating the issue and aiding in the conservation, the better chance the 

issues has of becoming resolved more efficiently. Luckily, the WWF provides several ways for 

anyone to get involved and help out – even if you are halfway across the world.  

As a member of the WWF, you have the opportunity to symbolically adopt an animal for a small 

fee, which will vary depending on the animal. You can also purchase “gift adoption cards,” so 

that someone you may know can have the opportunity to adopt an animal, as well. The proceeds 

will be donated to that specific animal’s cause. Along with the topic of adoption, there is an 

Adoption of the Month Club, where you can adopt a different animal in a different region each 

month (“Tree Kangaroo,” 2015). 
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In addition, anyone has the opportunity to make a named or anonymous donation in the amount 

of their choosing by means of cash, check or credit card. The checks should be made out to the 

WWF and mailed to their headquarters in a sealed envelope. The Bank of America has also 

partnered with the WWF and created a “BankAmeriCard,” which is a cash reward card or debit 

card linked to your checking account with the Bank of America. For each account opened and 

activated, the Bank of America will donate $100 to the WWF (“Tree Kangaroos,” 2015). Related 

to this, there are also “Earth Bonds” that are available for purchase, which are similar to 

investing in a stock, except the money gained goes to the WWF. 

The WWF has many gifts for sale available online, at several zoos across the world, and in many 

retail stores that can be purchased. These items include stuffed animals, dolls, gift baskets, 

apparel, framed artwork, and much more. A portion of all proceeds will go toward the WWF.  

The WWF also is very current with social media and has a Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 

account, in addition to their website. An easy and simple way to get involved is to follow them 

on their social media sites and stay updated to current issues that the WWF is addressing. The 

WWF is constantly posting about events and volunteer opportunities that they are hosting, which 

provides a great way for those who are limited on time and resources to get involved anyway.   
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FACT SHEET 

World Wildlife Fund: Tree Kangaroo Conservation Efforts 
 
 
About the 
WWF World’s leading, not-for-profit conservation organization whose aim is “conserve nature and 

reduce the most pressing threats to the diversity of life on Earth.” In partnership with other 
organizations, governments, foundations, businesses, and communities, the WWF works 
toward preserving some of the most ecologically important regions on the planet.  

  

The Tree 
Kangaroo • Marsupials: tree-dwelling mammals, herbivores 

• Inhabit mountainous regions, lowlands, and tropical rainforests 
• Have relatively short legs and strong upper limbs used for climbing 
• Weigh up to 32 pounds and measure approximately 30 inches, not including their 16-

34 inch tail 
• 14 known different species 

Papua New 
Guinea • Located in a group of islands called Oceania 

• Tropical climate 
• Has three official languages (Tok Pisin, Hiri Motu, and English), plus estimated 836 

indigenous languages  
• Only about 13% of the total population is considered urbanized 

  
The 
WWF’s 
Role 

• Work to prevent illegal logging in protected areas for the tree kangaroos with programs 
such as TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network 

• Raise awareness about the effects of hunting tree kangaroos and other species 
• Support Forest Stewardship Council certification for wood and wood products – a 

nonprofit organization established to “promote environmentally sound, socially 
beneficial and economically prosperous management of the world's forests 

  

Your Role • Symbolically adopt an animal 
• Gift adoption cards - $55 donation in honor or someone  
• Cash/check donation made out to the WWF 
• Purchasing apparel/dolls/framed artwork/other gifts 
• Earth Bonds 
• Support WWF “BankAmericard” Cash Reward Credit Card/Checking – Bank of 

America contributes $100 to the WWF for each account opened and activated 
-###- 
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Steve Ertel 
Vice President, Media and External Affairs 
1250 24th Street, N.W., Washington DC, 200037  
(202) 293-4800 
communications@wwf.org 
https://www.wwf.org/contact/ 
 
 

BACKGROUNDER 
World Wildlife Fund: Tree Kangaroo Conservation Efforts 

 
The World Wildlife Fund, the world’s leading not-for-profit conservation organization, is 
dedicated to preserving some of the Earth’s most diverse ecosystems. In addition, the 
organization focuses on endangered animal conservation and combating the driving forces 
against environmental conservation efforts.  
The WWF and the Endangered Tree Kangaroo of Papua New Guinea 
Habitat loss through deforestation in Papua New Guinea is pushing the tree kangaroo 
species toward extinction. This is a result of the growing commercial demand for tropical 
timer found in the rainforest. The indigenous peoples of Papua New Guinea hunt the tree 
kangaroos for food, sometimes using dogs to track them down. However; there is illegal 
poaching of the kangaroos by both the indigenous and non-indigenous peoples. Other 
issues leading to the decline of this species include pollution from mining and severe 
droughts.  
The WWF is working hard through its conservation efforts to reinforce to the world that it is 
important to not only conserve the endangered species, but also its habitat. The habitats 
for these species are a crucial part of the Earth’s ecosystem and if they were to be lost, 
then the surrounding areas could suffer from detrimental effects that may not be reversible. 
The WWF’s Conservation Efforts 
The WWF is working diligently to prevent illegal logging in Papua New Guinea and are 
promoting and managing the protected areas for the endangered tree kangaroos. The 
WWF collaborates with several different programs, such as TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade 
monitoring network, in order to reduce illegal hunting and raise awareness about the effects 
of hunting tree kangaroos, as well as other species. In addition, the WWF also supports the 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification for wood and wood products. The FSC is a 
nonprofit organization established to “promote environmentally sound, socially beneficial 
and economically prosperous management of the world’s forests.”  
The FSC has ten principles: compliance with laws and FSC principles, tenure and use 
rights and responsibilities, indigenous peoples’ rights, community relations and workers’ 
rights, benefits from the forest, environmental impact, management plan, monitoring and 
assessment, maintenance of high conservation value forests, and plantations. 
 

-###- 
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World Wildlife Fund 

December 
Newsletter 

World Wildlife Fund, 1250 24th Street, N.W. Washington DC, 20037-

1193 

http://www.wwf.org/about/  T: (202) 293-4800 

 

Dear Reader,  

Thank you for subscribing to our monthly newsletter. 
This month we have several exciting announcements. 
The conservation efforts of the Papua New Guinea 
tropical forests and tree kangaroos have had much 
success since the release of the November 
newsletter.  

We look forward to your continued supports in our 
future achievements.  

Warmest Regards,  

The World Wildlife Fund 

 

The Latest and Greatest: Can Money Actually Grow on 
Trees? 

REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation), headed by Papua New Guinea, is a non-
profit organization that is now partnering with the WWF to 
provide a framework in which organizations that comply 
with emissions reduction policies will be rewarded with 
financial incentives.  

	  

Upcoming  Events  

December  1  

Race	  to	  Save	  the	  Arctic	  	  

Chicago,	  IL	  

December  3  

Race	  to	  Save	  the	  Arctic	  

Portland,	  OR	  

	  

Announcements  

A	  WWF	  cost	  analysis	  of	  the	  Forest	  
Stewardship	  Council	  (FSC)	  found	  
that	  “tropical	  and	  small	  or	  medium	  
producers,	  regardless	  of	  
geography,	  can	  benefit	  
significantly	  from	  attaining	  FSC	  
certification.”	  
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This projects aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
the historical trends of deforestation found within the Papua 
New Guinea region. In reducing these types of pollutions, 
carbon is hoped to be restored to those regions that are 
particularly affected by them. This will further strengthen the 
forests’ ecosystems and better protect their biodiversity, thus 
increasing habitats for the tree kangaroo.  

Partnering with REDD+, the WWF hopes to build sustainable 
mechanisms that will help preserve the world’s most 
important forest habitats.  

News Updates 

The Fight against Deforestation 

Papua New Guinea has a targeted zero net-deforestation 
level by 2030. Unfortunately these reductions depend 
considerably on the financial ability of the country to fund 
the efforts, or by the help form other international 
governments. Luckily, there are projects like REDD+ that’s 
sole purpose is to ensure the success of goals like this.  

Papua New Guinea Tree Kangaroo Conservation Efforts 

The Tenkile Conservation Alliance, in partnership with the 
WWF, reported that since October, the number of tree 
kangaroos in the Sepik province of Papa New Guinea were 
up. This program has not only benefitted the continued 
survival of the endangered tree kangaroos, but has also 
been a life-changing experience for many of the local 
peoples.  

Lisa Dabek’s “Field Trip” to Papua New Guinea 

In September, Lisa Dabek went to the northeastern coast of 
Papua New Guinea to research Matschie’s tree kangaroo. 
National Geographic provided her with a lightweight 
camera, called the “CritterCam,” that she could use to 
capture the tree kangaroos in their natural habitat. After 
seeing the first videos of the kangaroos caught on camera, 
Dabek decided to go back for a second trip with a new 

	  

	  

Quick  Facts    

• Tree	  kangaroos	  are	  agile	  
when	  climbing	  around	  the	  
treetops,	  but	  slow	  and	  
clumsy	  when	  maneuvering	  
on	  the	  ground	  below	  

• They	  mate	  during	  the	  
monsoon	  season	  

• They	  are	  able	  to	  jump	  up	  
to	  30	  feet	  between	  trees	  

• Pythons	  and	  wild	  dogs	  are	  
the	  tree	  kangaroos’	  
natural	  enemies	  

• They	  are	  able	  to	  survive	  up	  	  
to	  20	  years	  when	  in	  
captivity	  
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and improved camera. She hopes to learn their behavioral patterns and how they 
spend their time.  


